A descriptive study of twenty-five childless foster parents used as temporary boarding parents by Root, Shirley Ann
Boston University
OpenBU http://open.bu.edu
Theses & Dissertations Dissertations and Theses (pre-1964)
1957
A descriptive study of twenty-five
childless foster parents used as
temporary boarding parents
https://hdl.handle.net/2144/26860
Boston University
BOSTON UNIVERSITY 
SCHOOL OF SOCIAL WORK 
A DESCRIPTIVE STUDY OF TWENTY-FIVE 
CHILDLESS FOSTER PARENTS 
USED AS TEMPORARY BOARDING PARENTS 
A thesis 
Submitted by 
Shirley Ann Root 
(A.B., The College of the Pacific, 1955) 
In Partial Fulfillment of Requirements for 
the Degree of Master of Science in Social Service 
1957 
ttOSTON UNfVb;~·rTy 
SCHO-OL Oi= SOCii\L 'W'C~t· 
LIBRARY 
CHAPTER 
I 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
INTRODUCTION 
Purpose of the Study. 
Scope of the Study •• 
Limitations ••••• 
Sources of Data • • • • . • • • • • • • • 
Methods of Procedure •• 
Definition of a Boarding Home •••• 
Agency Setting ••••. 
PAGE 
1 
1 
1 
2 
2 
2 
3 
3 
II THEORETICAL CONSIDERATIONS • 4 
III 
Review of Literature Dealing with the Childless 
couple • 
Review of Literature on Homefinding Philosophy •• 
SOCIAL CHARACTERISTICS OF FOSTER PARENTS 
1::Lltroduction. • . • • • . • . • 
Age of Foster Parents • • • • • 
Occupation of Foster Fathers •• 
Religious Affiliation • • • • 
Racial Characteristics. 
Socio-economic Status • 
Summary ••••••• 
. . . . . 
4 
9 
13 
13 
13 
14 
14 
15 
15 
15 
IV PLACEMENT PROCESS. 18 
18 
18 
Introduction. • • 
Agency Contact. 
Previous Applications for Children to Adopt or 
Board. • • 
Placement Types Requested • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Foster Parents Presenting Reasons for Taking a 
Child to Board. 
Underlying Motivations of Foster Mothers ••••• 
A. Underlying Motives for Taking Children 
20 
21 
23 
24 
as Observed by the Homefinder. • 25 
B. Underlying Motives for Taking Children 
as Observed by the Caseworker. • • • • 26 
Conclusions • • • • • • • • • • • • . . . . . 27 
• • • continued 
i 
I 
••• continued 
CHAPTER 
v 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
CONDITIONS OF PLACEMENT 
Number and Ages of Children in Placement • 
Description of Children's and Foster Parents' 
Reactions Towards One Another in the Placement 
PAGE 
• 29 
• • • • 30 
32 
Summary . ,. .. " 'I • ~ ~ ~ 'l" f' • • • ,. .. • • • • • . . • 48 
VI TERHINATION RESULTS 
Reasons for the Termination of the Placement • • • • • • 50 
Unfulfilled Placement, Types as a Factor in 
Termination • • • 
Reaction to Termination of the Placement. • 
Summ~ • • • • • • . . 
VII SU}fi~Y AND CONCLUSIONS •• . . 
BIBLIOGRAPHY •• 
APPENDIX •• . . . 
Schedule. 
•• 52 
• •• 52 
... 54 
•• 56 
•. 61 
. 64 
.•• 65 
ii 
I 
LIST OF TABLES 
CHAPTER 
I AGE OF FOSTER PARENTS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
II FOSTER FATHERS' OCCUPATIONS AT TIME OF APPLICATION. 
III SOURCES BY WHICH THE TNENTY-FIVE APPLICANTS 
HEARD ABOUT THE AGENCY • • . • 
IV EXTENT TO WHICH COUPLES 1 REQUESTS REGARDING AGE AND 
SEX OF CHILDREN ~  Fu~ILLED BY THE AGENCY 
V PROSPECTIVE FOSTER MOTHERS' REASONS FOR WANTING TO 
BOARD CHILDREN. 
VI MOTIVES FOR TAKING FOSTER CHILDREN AS SEEN BY THE 
HO¥...EFINDER • 
VII MOTIVES FOR FOSTER MOTHERS' TAKING CHILDREJ~ AS SEEN 
BY THE CASEWORKER 
VIII REASONS FOR TERMINATION • . • • • 
. . 
. . 
. . 
. . 
IX RELATION BETI.JEEN FOS'l'ER PARENTS 1 REASONS FOR REQUESTING 
TERMINATION AND DEGREE TO vJHICH THE 
PLACEMENT REQUEST WAS Flr.LFILLED BY 
PAGE 
13 
14 
. . 19 
. . 22 
. . 23 
. . 25 
26 
51 
THE AGENCY. • • • • • • . • • . • . • • 53 
iii 
I 
Purpose of the Study 
CHAPTF.R I 
INTRODUCTION 
The purpose of this study is to examine cases from the Boston 
Children's Service Association's files in which children have been 
boarded with childless couples to determine whether these couples can be 
used successfully as temporary boarding parents. 
The writer endeavored to answer the following general questions: 
What were these foster parents' motives for boarding foster children-
both immediate and underlying? ~lhat were the children 1 s reactions to the 
foster home? What were the foster parents' reactions toward the chil-
dren? What needs are these children meeting for these foster parents -
neurotic or otherwise? Was termination of the placement resultant in 
a traumatic emotional experience for the foster parents? Was there a 
desire by the foster parents to continue with foster home boarding care? 
Scope £f the Study 
This study consists of an examination of twenty-five childless 
couples, foster home case records from the files of the homefinding de-
partment of the Boston Children's Service Association, plus correspond-
ing records on the placements in these homes over a two year period, from 
September 1, 1954 to October 30, 1956. It was decided by the writer that 
the age group would include children in placement from infants to 
eighteen years, as the age factor did not seem to be significant in de-
termining the effects of the placement in the light of this study. 
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The twenty-five cases used in this study are the total number of 
childless couples whose homes have been used in the stated two year 
period and in which termination of at least one placement has taken 
place . 
Limitations 
The study is limited in the small number of cases and for this 
reason the conclusions which can be drawn on the successfulness of child-
less couples as temporary boarding parents are limited. It is also 
limited by the incompleteness of some of the records. 
The observations on the parents' reactions and their motives as 
seen by the caseworker and the homefinder are based on the worker's 
opinion and there are no set criteria by which the workers can evaluate 
the parents' reactions and motives. This also holds true in the workers' 
observations of the children's reaction to the foster parents and in 
the writer's remarks on the reactions of the children and the foster 
parents . 
Sources of Data 
The sources used for this study consisted of those cases from the 
homefinding department files in which a childless couple was used as 
boarding parents. The information about the placements was gathered 
from the main agency files. 
Methods of Procedure 
The homefinding records were pulled by the supervisor of the home-
finding department as she knew the cases in which there were childless 
couples. Each of these records was read and the information was compiled 
1 
by means of a schedule. Records were pulled from the main agency file 
by means of looking up the name of the child placed in the foster home. 
Information about the placement was obtained from these files also by 
means of the same schedule. The information from the schedule was 
categorized and then placed in tables or summarized in this study. 
Definition of ~ Boarding Home 
The term boarding home as it is used in this study refers to a type 
of foster home in which foster parents receive remuneration for their 
care of the children in the form of board rates. 
Agency Settin~ 
The Boston Children's Service Association is a child placing and 
adoption agency. The agency makes available the following services: 
A. Casework services for disturbed children and 
their parents in their own home; 
B. Foster care for infants and children, for a 
limited time, in selected and supervised 
private foster boarding homes; 
C. Casework services to the unmarried mother and, 
if necessary, care for the child in a super-
vised foster home; 
D. An adoption program - in order to find permanent 
homes for children who are without normal family 
ties. 
Homefinding is an important function in every child placing agency. 
Its purpose is to make available suitable foster homes for the care of 
children who are forced to live apart from their own parents and re-
quire temporary boarding care. 
1. See Appendix 
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CHAPTER II 
THEORETICAL CONSIDERATIONS 
Review of Literature Dealing with the Childless Couple 
Dorothy Hutchinson tells us in her writings that 
foster parents who are unable to have children of their own bring 
an enormous emotional investment to the boarding experience -
usually greater than that of the boarding applicants who already 
have children of their own.l 
Not to be able to have a baby threatens a woman's most basic pride and a 
man's cherished self-esteem. In some cases there may be a physical con-
dition on the part of the husband or wife that makes it impossible for 
them to participate in the bearing of children. Childless couples where 
no physical difficulty seems to interfere with desired pregnancy confound 
the worker - situations in which there is possibly a neurotic basis for 
childlessness. Sterility in one of the partners is perhaps the most 
common cause of childlessness. On the other hand, it is not infrequent 
that a childless wife does become pregnant after boarding a child. One 
can theorize that unconscious opposition to child-bearing might have been 
responsible for the functional sterility and that this unconscious opposi-
tion was somehow overcome by the experience of taking care of a child. 
1. 
2. 
Dr. Robert P. Knight states that 
functional infertility may be symptomatic of unconscious neurotic 
conflicts closely related in these clients to repressed mo t ives, 
anxieties and fantasies underlying the conscious wish to board a 
child. 2 
Dorothy Hutchinson, In Quest .£!: Foster Parents, p. 16. 
Robert P. Knight, "Some Problems In Selecting and Rearing Adopted 
Children, 11 Bulletin of the Menninger Clinic, 5: 67, May, 1941. 
4 
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I His research on this particular question has pointed out connections 
between ovarian hormonal cycles and emotional manifestations. The 
nonthly hormonal preparation for pregnancy of the sexual cycle is 
paralleled by an emotional preparation \'Thich by monthly repetition nor-
mally fosters psychosexual maturation. In certain neurotic and immature 
women, however, this inner process is reacted to with fear and each month-
ly repetition builds up defenses against the repressed irrationality, 
I dreaded dangers until actual protective inability to conceive is achieved. I 
Dr. Knight continues that when there is such a neurotic basis for 
childlessness, a woman might be able to have children but may unconscious-
ly refuse to have them. She may feel that she has no right to have them 
or feel too guilty to allow herself this common privilege. She may fear 
birth itself or be unable to give honor to her husband. It might be the 
case that this woman's love, needs and requirements were so deprived and 
thwarted in childhood that she must continue to be mothered herself 
rather than to give mothering to someone el·se. It is the opinion of 
Robert P. Knight that: 
Whatever the mechanism of unconscious avoidance of conception, 
the important factor is the existence of a strong unconscious 
opposition in the woman to children and child-bearing - which 
opposition is at varience with her consciously professed wishes 
to have a child. The author feels that the best foster parents, 
other factors being equal, will come from those couples in whom 
the sterility is organic, especially if they desired, had, and 
lost a child prior to the onset of the organic sterility or 
those in whom the functional sterility exists in spite of sus-
tained and consistent desire over a period of several years to 
have a child, provided the child is not desired merely to help 
preserve a shaky marriage. 3 
3. Ibid., p. 67. 
u 
Childless couples who apply for a foster child often· come asking 
that they be given a child so that they may experience what it means to 
be a father or a mother. Their conception-of parenthood is a vague -and 
undefined one; it is something which they have not experienced. These 
couples in coming to the agency and requesting children have many varied 
needs themselves. They are usually not aware of the exact nature of their 
needs or of their underlying motives in requesting children. It is not 
the worker's responsibility to make prospective foster parents aware of 
their real needs but the worker should seek to gain a comprehensive under-
standing of their strengths, weaknesses, and underlying motivations so 
that the specific needs of the child as well as the constructive needs of 
the foster parents are met. Dr; ' Irene Josselyn has stated that the 
reasons people give .for wanting to be foster parents often mask their 
underlying motives. She has found the most common motivations expressed 
by potential foster parents to be: 
1. The family has learned through newspapers and radio publicity 
that there is a need for additional foster homes. They have 
an extra bed and feel they should therefore take in a child. 
2. Like children and would enjoy having a child in the home. 
3. Couple have one child they think shows signs of being 
spoiled and being deprived of the valuable experiences a 
child in a larger family seems to have. 
4. The couple have always wished to have more than one child 
but have found, for medical or economic reasons that it is 
impossible. 
5. They have attempted to adopt a child and although they have 
been accepted as potential adoptive parents by some reputable 
agency, they find that the agency has not been able to obtain 
an adoptive child for them. They see a foster child, a board-
ing child as a substitute for an adopted child. 
6 n 
6. They have not been able to have children of their own and, 
therefore, have decided to fill a void in their lives by 
boarding children. 
7. They have just lost a child and on their own impulse or at 
the advice of doctors, they have decided to fill the void 
temporarily by boarding a child, hoping that at some time 
in the future this substitute can be replaced with a child 
of their own • 
8. One or the other of the couple was brought 
age or in an unhappy childhood environment 
give another child, who is 4threatened with tion, a satisfactory life. 
up in an orphan-
and wishes to 
the same frustra-
Dr. Josselyn concludes that the evaluation of motivations of foster 
parents must be based upon the following considerations: 
l. What was the conscious reasons for wishing to assume t he role 
of a foster parent? 
2. What more basic reasons are indicated or masked by the con-
scious motivation? 
3. What form can the expression or the conscious and unconscious 
motivations be expected to take in the actual living situa-
tion of the foster family and the child? 
4. 1rlhatever the motivations may be, can they be utilized to give 
a constructive life experience for the child and the foster 
parents? 5 
At a Massachusetts homefinders' Institute, Dr. Rocklin spoke on the 
subject, "Neurotic Qualities in Foster Parents." It has come to the at-
tention of Dr. Rocklin as he has read homefinding records, that the one 
thing that is needed most and noted the least, is the deeper motivation 
4. Irene Josselyn, "Evaluating Motives in Foster Parents," Child 
Welfarez 31:4, February, 1952. 
5. Ibid, p. 8 
6. Robert Rocklin, "Neurotic Qualities in Foster f'lothers," Read before 
the Massachusetts Homefinders' Institute, Boston, Massachusetts, 
June 13, 1949. 
7. 
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of foster parents in asking to take a child. Behind the conscious given 
reason is the real motive, often unknown to the prospective foster par-
ents themselves as well as to the homefinder, and this is not easy to 
ascertain in the course of the home study. He feels that perhaps the 
greatest attribute of foster parents should be flexibility, for foster 
parents have to be changing constantly. The foster child 1~11 grow and 
the foster mother's capacities need to be different at each age. Dr. 
Rocklin in his paper sights a case of Mr. and Mrs. G. and explains the 
following about them: 
They are a young couple without children, and Mrs. G's mother 
also lives in the home. They made a good impression on the 
homefinder. Mr. G's war experience had ended with a long 
period of hospitalization before he was discharged home as a 
disabled veteran. His left arm is paralyzed, and although he 
is able to do a great many things for himself, yet actually he 
is a cripple. He has a civil service job but is limited in his 
activity. Mrs. G. is said to be troubled with arthritis, but 
otherwise is in good health. 
The home study seemed favorable and references were good. The 
local rector described the home as an exceptionally good one, 
their characters excellent, and felt that they would surely 
provide a fine home for children. He urged that the agency 
send them two nice youngsters. A letter from the local doctor 
said that he knows "the foster mother is honest, reliable, in 
good health," and that "she feels bad because she has no children 
of her own. 11 A neighbor writes that it is a pleasure to give in-
formation, that her relationship with the family is good, and 
the children in the neighborhood are fond of the Gs. The grand-
mother in the home said that both foster mother and her home are 
attractive. The letters implied that because the foster father 
is a disabled veteran, they should be given children. The worker 
felt that the home was a superior one which would offer love and 
understanding to a child and reconrrnended that two children be 
placed. 
Two disturbed little boys were placed in the home but had to be 
removed at the end of the week. 1 
In evaluating this home, Dr. Rocklin commented that here we have an 
7. Ibid., p. 1. 
8 
injured parent - a man not able to use his arm. What does this mean to 
the man and to the children? What does it mean to the woman not to have 
children of her own, and to have a husband who is disabled? 
To place a three-year old child in this home one needs to know 
what goes on in the mind of a child of this age; what it means to a 
child to be placed in a home where the father is injured. He must think 
11 Could this happen to me? 11 He must be given reassurance that it will not 
happen to him. 
Dr. Rocklin continues that this foster family, therefore, had its 
limitations; a ·man minus the use of a limb, a woman r,ri.th arthritis, and 
a grandmother, who was unemployed and who also had her limitations, 
plus a parent 1 s strong desire for a child . How succe.ssful this place-
ment is depends on how well the foster parents can give up their own 
8 demands to comply with the demands of the foster children. 
Review of Literature ~ Homefinding Philosophy 
This new trend of understanding the motivations of foster parents 
leading to the request for a child is a far-cry from homefinding philoso-
phy of a century ago . At first there was the moralistic approach where 
the foster home was considered either good or bad and it was the job 
of the home finder to measure the 11 goodness" or "badness. 11 Along with 
this philosophy, went the belief that the home selected was always right 
and if the foster child failed in the home it was not because of any de-
merits of the home but because of something within the child. Closely 
8. Ibid., p. 2. 
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allied to these two theories was the concept of taking a foster child as 
a religious duty. 
Child care as a growing process has reflected the changing concepts 
of the child, his rights and his needs as well as man's changing social 
philosophy. 
As homefinding developed the outline was used in the evaluation of 
a home. Every home was studied according to a strict minute outline. 
This method, in reality, only gave a picture of superficial values and 
9 did not help the worker understand the forces operating within the home. 
The next period in homefinding we have come to think of as the 
psychiatric era. Following the psychiatric thought of that period, it 
was believed that the client revealed himself through his familial past. 
The homefinder would become so engrossed in learning about the applicant 
through his past experiences and relationships that the worker and the 
applicant were taken far afield from the purpose of the home study. This 
investigation many times revealed areas wherein the a~plicant needed help, 
either psychiatric or -casework, but it did not necessarily reveal how the 
10 
applicant might serve as a foster parent for the child the agency placed. 
Out of the psychiatric understanding has come a method of under-
standing the applicant's personality and familial relationships insofar 
_ 9. Hazel Fredericksen, The Child and His Welfare, p . 159. 
10. Belle Wolkomir and others, "Changing Views of Homefinding," 
Three Papers ~ Homefinding, p. 9. 
10 
as they might be a factor in the present. The worker studies the emo-
tional forces in the home. We know today that the motivations leading 
to the request for a child are many and varied. Some are unconscious 
and others are conscious. They range from the desire to utilize vacant 
space to the complex need for narcissistic gratifications. Whatever 
these needs may be - a means to some parents' end, for instance, to bring 
the husband and wife closer together, or fill the neurotic craving for 
a child just lost - it is the worker's job to understand the motivations 
and to determine whether they are so neurotic that the needs of the 
foster children will be sacrificed to them. 
Mary K. Bail, supervisor of the homefinding department of the Boston 
Children's Service Association, expressed that today the workers are ever 
watchful for clues or danger signals to these neurotic motivations. The 
workers recognize them oftener but they are still improving their skills 
ll from day to day and year to year. 
There are still some differences of opinion in various agencies as 
to the advisability of using the childless couple as temporary boarding 
parents. 
The writer is seeking to weigh the good and ill effects as re-
sulta~t of placement and termination in twenty-five such homes. In an 
effort to give a fair evaluation to these homes, the factors of neurotic 
11. Mary K. Bail, "Homefinding In ~ Child Placing; Age~" Paper 
before the Massachusetts State Conference of Social Work, 
Boston, Massachusetts, December 3, 1953. 
11 
motivations, children's behavior problems, and the placing of a child 
opposite to the parents' request have been given consideration, as possi-
ble determinants of the failure of a home . 
12 
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CHAPTER III 
SOCIAL CHARAC'fERISTICS OF FOSTER PARENTS 
Introduction 
As it is the foster parent who creates the child's environment, 
gives them their character training and decides to a degree upon their 
opportunities for education, it seems well to characterize the group 
considered in this study as to age, occupation of foster father, religious 
affiliation, race and socio-economic status. 
Age of Foster Parents 
TABLE I 
AGE OF FOSTER PARENTS 
Age 
Range Mothers 
20 - 29 ' 9 
30 - 39 6 
40 - 49 8 
50- 59 2 
Total 25 
Fathers 
3 
9 
9 
4 
25 
The average age of the foster parents is thirty-eight years. Twelve 
are between the ages of twenty and twenty-nine, fifteen between the ages 
of thirty and thirty-nine, seventeen in the age range of forty to forty-
nine and six in the range between fifty and fifty-nine. Of the fifty 
parents, including the fathers and mothers, twenty-seven are below the 
13 
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age of forty and twenty-three are over forty years old. The foster 
fathers considered as a group were older than the foster mothers. 
Occupation of Foster Fathers 
TABLE II 
FOSTER FATHERS' OCCUPATIONS AT TIME 
OF APPLICATION 
Classification Number 
White Collar 
Skilled Workers 
Unskilled Workers 
Total 
7 
16 
2 
25 
In the classification, white collar workers, of which there were a 
total of seven, there was one draftsman, two salesmen, two foremen, and 
one each of contractor and clerk. Those included as skilled workers 
were four machinists, two mechanics, one machine operator,one typewriter 
service man, one plumber, one shoe worker, one auto assembly worker, one 
boilermaker's helper, one carpenter, one railroad conductor, one railway 
mail clerk, and one brakeman. The unskilled workers were a leather 
sorter and a night watchman. 
Religious Affiliation 
In further characterizing this study group, the foster parents were 
classified as belonging either to the Catholic or Protestant faith. There 
was a total of sixteen, in the combined group of fifty made up of foster 
14 
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fathers and foster mothers, that were Catholic. The total number of 
Protestants was thirty-four. There were ten Catholic fathers and six 
Catholic mothers . Fifteen of the fathers and nineteen of the mothers 
were Protestant . 
In looking further at this group, there are eight mixed marriages, 
where there is one partner that is Catholic and one that is Protestant. 
Racial Characteristics 
Within the group of twenty-five couples, there are twenty-one white 
couples and four negro couples. There are no mixed marriages. In all 
the placements considered in this study, white children were placed with 
white couples and negro children •nth negro couples. 
Socio-Economic Status 
It is difficult to determine a set socio- economic status because 
there are so many varied factors contributing to such a general classi-
fication . The writer did look into the type of home in which the couples 
live and ~mether they own or rent their home to determine to a degree 
their financial security. Sixteen of the couples live in a single 
family home, five in a two- family home, t wo in a three-family home, and 
two couples live in an apartment. 
Seventeen of the couples own their homes; two rent; and no informa-
tion was given in the records concerning the other six. 
S~ary 
In many agencies, there has been an age limit of forty years set on 
applicants seeking to adopt or board children . The Boston Children's 
Service has not set up this limitation as far as the boarding parent is 
15 n 
concerned. In this study of twenty-five childless couples the twenty-
seven individuals in the age range from twenty to thirty-nine would be 
eligible as adoptive parents if both partners are within this range. In 
five instances the foster mother is under forty years, while her partner 
is over forty which means they would still be refused application in some 
agencies. It is interesting that this group from twenty to thirty-nine 
are boarding children rather than seeking to adopt children of their own. 
Looking at this same group in more detail, there are four that were re-
fused as adoptive parents and as boarding parents in another agency be-
cause the husband was over forty; in one case the wife was over forty 
which led to a refusal. 
None of the foster fathers were unemployed in this group of twenty-
five childless couples and one might conclude from these findings that 
the placement of a child in the home would not be desired to fulfill a 
financial need. 
1be religious affiliation is significant in a study of this type 
because there are agencies who will not allow couples of mixed religion 
to either board or adopt children. It was found that eight of the 
couples were joined in a mixed marriage. Two of the eight had never ap-
plied to board or adopt a child. Six of the eight had been refused an 
application in another agency for boarding or to adopt because of the 
mixed marriage. 
The trend in the fewer number of negro to white homes as shown by 
this study seems to be indicative of the entire foster parent population, 
that there is a shortage of negro foster homes. 
The case records under study did not seem to stress the economic 
16 
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factor but rather the moral character and personality of the foster 
parents which will be brought out in the chapter dealing with the case-
worker's evaluation of the placement process. It would seem, by the 
large number of couples in single dwellings and the large number owning 
their own homes, that the majority of this group have a secure economic 
foundation in which a child could be placed without a desire on the part 
of the parents to supplement their income by boarding this child. 
There were no foster fathers in professional occupations and only 
two of the group were unskilled workers. Sixteen of the twenty-five 
foster fathers are skilled workers and none of them are unemployed. The 
group, on the average, seems to be in the lower middle class. 
17 
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CHAPTER IV 
PLACEMENT PROCESS 
Introduction 
The term placement process as it is used in this chapter includes: 
the foster parents initial agency contact; the placement types requested 
by the foster parents; whether or not they had ever applied to other 
agencies for children; the reasons the foster parents expressed for desir-
ing a child; and the homefinders caseworkers' evaluation of the foster 
parents underlying motives for desiring a child. 
The writer's general purpose in this chapter is to spell out the 
task of the homefinder. The homefinder makes a home study to evaluate 
the forces in the home, to decide whether or not it will be possible to 
match the needs of the foster parents with the needs of certain foster 
1 
children, and in that way arrive at a suitable placement. The home-
finder receives from the caseworker an evaluation of the placement in the 
foster home at the ter~ination of the placement. The underlying motives 
which are not picked up in the period of the home study may later be made 
apparent to the caseworker during the child's placement. 
Agency Contact 
It is of interest how these twenty-five childless foster home 
applicants first heard about the agency. The understanding of their 
1. Fredericksen, ~ cit., p. 160. 
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interpretation of the agency, whether through agency publicity or a news-
paper advertisement, might give a clue to their expectation of the agency 
and, indirectly, might give an indication to the need they hope to ful-
fill in boarding a child. The following table shows the ways in which 
these couples found their way to the Boston Children's Service Associa-
tion. 
TABLE III 
SOURCES BY 'ltlHICH THE TWENTY-FIVE APPLICANTS 
- --- -- -- -----HEARD ABOUT THE AGENCY 
Source 
Other Foster Families 
*Special Groups 
**Influential Individuals 
Agency Publicity 
Newspaper Advertisements 
***Another Agency 
Own Initiative 
No Information 
* Churches 
** 
Total 
Number 
6 
1 
3 
1 
4 
6 
3 
1 
2.5 
Doctors, clergymen, and laymen interpreting 
work of the agency to the community. 
*** Division of Child Guardianship, and Massachu-
setts Society for the Prevention of Cruelty 
to Children. 
19 
Six of the applicants were referred to the agency by other agency 
foster parents, people who must be finding satisfaction in their boarding 
of children or would not recommend it to a friend. 
It is the group that was referred from another agency that needs 
closer analysis in regard to this study. Five of the six couples were re-
ferred from a public agency because their application was refused by that 
agency. The other couple was referred from a private agency in which 
they had not made an application but had merely inquired about boarding 
a child temporarily. Four of the five t hat had been refused by the 
public agency, applied to that agency to board a child and the other one 
sought to adopt a child. 
Newspaper advertisements are widely used today to find homes for 
hard to place teen-agers and for children with severe emotional and 
physical handicaps. The fact that fewer parents in the childless couple 
group wait for an advertisement, than the majority of foster home appli-
cants to the Boston Children's Service Association, might result from 
their stronger motivation to have children . It was the writer's opinion 
that there would be a higher percentage of first applicants coming as a 
result of newspaper advertisements. It would seem, in the light of this 
finding, that more could be done through agency publicity, in informing 
influential individuals or groups, to acquaint such individuals or groups 
with the need for good temporary boarding foster homes . 
Previous Application For Children to Adopt ~ Board 
On the application of our agency for foster home boarding care, it 
is asked if the applicant has ever applied to another agency for a child, 
and if so, where? The writer carried this inquiry further, to include 
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the purpose of the previous application - either adoption or boarding 
care. Also the outcome of this application was considered - whether ac-
cepted or refused and if refused the reason was studied. Seventeen of 
the total number of twenty-five couples studied had made previous appli-
cations . Of the seventeen having made application, eight had applied for 
adoption and the same number applied for boarding care. One of the seven-
teen had applied for both adoption and boarding care. Eleven of the 
seventeen had previously applied to a public agency, four had applied to 
a private agency, and two had applied to both public and private agencies. 
Eight of the twenty-five couples studied had not made previous applica-
tion. It might be surmised that more of these childless couples might be 
seeking adoption than boarding care but the facts from this limited study 
show that the desire for adoption and boarding care hold equal merit . 
Seven of the seventeen couples having made previous application had 
been accepted by other agencies, nine had been refused, and there was no 
information on the other one. Four of. the nine were refused because of 
mixed religion; one because of the husband 1 s medical record; one because 
of the age of the foster parents; another because of the husband's court 
record, and the other one, because the mother had a job and would be out 
of the home to such an extent that it would jeop~rdize the care of the 
child. 
Placement Types Requested 
When a couple comes to an agency to board a child, they often come 
with a preconceived idea of the age and sex of the child that they would 
like to have. It is important to gain a picture of the foster family's 
fantasies about what comprises the care of a foster child and what their 
21 
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expectations are in this venture. More specifically, the foster parents' 
images of the child or children they prefer and the reasons for their 
preference should be elicited at the outset . Information should be sought 
also as to what they imagine it will be like to take care of a foster 
child; the role the child will have in their home (whether chore boy, 
boarder, or that of a daughter or son who was never born to them); what 
they expect of the child in his responses both now and as he is growing 
up; and how they consider the child in relation to his own family and to 
2 
the agency. 
Table IV will be included to show what percentage of the foster 
parents' requests were filled completely, which requests were filled par-
tially by being given the age child desired; and those filled partially 
by being given the sex of child desired. If the couple were given nei-
ther the sex nor age child that they requested, it was tallied in the 
category "requests not filled . " 
TABLE IV 
EXTENT TO WHICH COUPLES 1 REQUESTS REGARDING 
AGE AND S~OF CHILD WERE FULFILLED BY THE AGENCY 
------- --
PLACEMENTS 
1 2 
_L 
-
Requests Filled Completely 16 4 
Age Request Filled 2 0 
Sex Request Filled 5 0 
Requests Not Filled 1 0 
No Request 1 0 
-
Total 25 4 
2. Esther Glickman, Child Placement Through Clinically 
Oriented Casework, p. 1~4. 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 
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In the first placement sixteen of the requests were filled com-
pletely, two were filled according to age, and five were filled accord-
ing to sex. Only one request was not fulfilled . In Chapter VI there 
will be an examination of the association between an unfulfilled request 
and the reason for termination. 
Foster Parents Presenting Reasons For Taking ~ Child To Board 
Dorothy Hutchinson 3 states that the would-be foster parent request-
ing a child to board is almost always a woman. She gives a variety of 
reasons for her application. She may be lonely; she may have an idea 
that she will be doing good; she may have time on her hands; she may want 
to make some extra money; or she may feel that her life never will be 
complete without a baby. 
The initial application for a child was requested, in the twenty-
five cases in this study, by the prospective foster mother. The fathers 
were contacted during the home study in most cases. The prospective 
foster mothers' reasons for asking for children to board will be shown 
in Table V. 
TABLE V 
PROSPECTIVE FOSTER 1-IOTHEHS 1 REASONS FOR WANTING TO BOARD CHILDREN 
Reasons 
Board Child Until Able To Have Own 
Care for Children While Sister in Hospital 
Board Compromise When Unable to Adopt 
Companionship 
Lost Own Child 
Total 
3. Hutchinson, ~ cit., p. 8 . 
Number 
11 
1 
4 
6 
3 
25 
23 
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For six mothers the reason for desiring a child was companionship. 
As Dorothy Hutchinson 4 points out, sometimes the foster parent says she 
wishes a child as a companion for herself - but children are not es-
sentially companions for adults. True, they bring satisfaction, but not 
in the sense of providing a leisure-time activity. 
In eleven instances the foster mothers are requesting children 
until such time that they are able to have their own. This large number 
might be expected in a study of childless couples. 
In the four cases where boarding care is a compromise for adoption, 
and where the mother has lost a child of her own either at birth or a 
later death, it might be expected that the parents would tend to become 
overattached to a foster child. 
Underlying Motivations of Foster Mothers 
The preceding section shows the conscious reasons given by the 
prospective mother, but there may well be underlying, unconscious moti-
vations behind these expressed reasons for wanting to care for a child. 
In regard to the mother desiring a child for companionship, this reason 
may mask a motive for neurotic gratification or it may be a mother's 
wish to perpetuate normal, genuine satisfactions of motherhood. Others 
may desire to perpetuate early neurotic relationships in their own family 
or may see in the potential foster child an opportunity to realize their 
immoderate specifications for love.5 
4. Ibid., p. 15. 
'· Ibid., pp. 10-11. 
n 
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A. Underlying Motives For Takin& Children As Observed £l the Homefinder 
In evaluating the prospective foster mother, the homefinder seeks a 
comprehensive understanding of her strengths, weaknesses, and underlying 
motivations so that he is better able to meet the specific needs of the 
child as well as the constructive needs of the foster mother. 
The following table indicates the underlying motives of the twenty-
five foster mothers in this study, as seen by the homefinder in each case. 
TABLE VI 
MOTIVES FOR TAKING FOSTER CHILDREN 
AS SEEN BY THE HOMEFINDER 
Motive 
Financial 
Fulfill Needs From Deprived Childhood 
To Derive Satisfaction From A Child's 
Responsiveness 
Adoption Motivation Supplanted by 
Boarding Care 
To Help Out Sister While Confined in 
State Hospital 
No information 
Total 
Number 
2 
1 
1 
5 
1 
9 
25 
I The largest category is the one in which the foster mother seeks to 
derive satisfaction from the child's responsiveness. There was a total 
number of seven out of the twenty-five that fell in this category. 
It is interesting that the financial motive, and the fulfillment of 
deprived childhood needs showed up in only three cases, and were the least 
represented motives in this group of twenty-five. 
25 
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The adoption motivation given up, or put aside for a time for board-
ing care showed up as a motive in five cases. 
The case in which an aunt of the children became one of the agency's 
foster mothers, thus enabling her to financially care for the children, 
represents a special case. 
B. Underlying Motives for Taking Children ~ Observed ~ the Caseworker. 
It is well to examine the same group of foster mothers as to the 
motives picked up by the caseworker after there has been a placement in 
the home. 
Motive 
TABLE VII 
MOTIVES FOR FOSTER MOTHERS TAKING CHILDREN 
AS SEEN BY THE CASEWORKER 
Cement Marriage 
Gain Self Recognition in Child's Success 
Financial 
Number 
3 
5 
1 
Adoption Hotive Supplanted by Boarding Care 4 
Desire to Give Warmth, Love and Affection to Children 4 
Become Comfortable with Children and Clear Emotional 
Block Preventing Pregnancy 1 
No Information 
Total 
7 
25 
Of the three mothers under the motive category "to cement a marriage", 
one felt that she was not appreciated by her husband and sought this ap-
preciation from the foster child; in another instance the foster mother 
redirected a maternal attitude that had previously been directed toward 
27 
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her husband onto a foster child; in the other case, the marriage was on 
the verge of breaking up and it was felt that the foster child would give 
her and her husband a common interest. 
The foster mother's seeking self recognition through the child 
placed in the home occurred in five of the twenty-five cases. 
The financial motive and the mother taking a child to board to be-
come comfortable with children are the two motives least seen in this 
group of prospective parents. 
Table VII showed that in four instances the adoptive motive was 
supplanted by a wish to give boarding care. The desire to give warmth 
and affection was seen as the motive in four cases. 
One couple expressed the desire to have the children in order to be-
come comfortable with children and perhaps to be able to have children of 
their own. In this instance, the placement w-ras terminated when the foster 
mother became pregnant. 
Conclusions 
It is important that the homefinder know the reason why an applicant 
to another agency has been refused by that agency because the previous 
agency may have found reason why this couple would not be able to give a 
child good care. On the other hand, agency policies differ and some 
couples such as those refused because of different religious faiths 
;.rould be accepted by the Boston Children 1 s Service Association if this 
were the only reason for the refusal. A reason such as a husband's 
medical record would warrant further investigation by the agency. 
It is indicated in this study that the underlying motivations for 
taking a child are .quite different from the conscious reasons that the 
28 
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foster mother expresses for wanting a child to board. 
As was stated in the Theoretical Consideration Chapter, the home-
finder of today is aiming towards picking up the clues to the foster 
parents' motivations, -neurotic or otherwise, as soon as possible. This 
study indicates that in nine instances there was no information on the 
motivations . 
The motives observed by the caseworker were siwiJar to those de-
tected by the homefinder . 
n 
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CHAPTER V 
CONDITIONS OF PLACEMENT 
Knowledge and understanding of foster parents as people and as 
foster parents is, of course, available to us through the original home 
study, continuous evaluation of the foster home, and the worker's direct 
work with the family. We know that we have different kinds of foster 
parents. We know some can give love to children and expect little from 
the child in return; some can give but expect, look for, and need love in 
return from these children, and some cannot give much love and do not 
look for it from a foster child. These are t he foster parents who want, 
look for and like conforming, quiet, well-behaved children.1 
Knowledge about both the child and the foster parent helps the home-
finder select a home that will be right for a child. 
One question that will be under consideration in this chapter is 
whether or not these couples with no children of their own are more de-
1 manding of love and responsiveness from these foster children than couples 
with children of their own who are boarding parents. 
Consideration will be given to the foster parents' reaction towards 
the children placed in their home and to the children's reactions as a 
result of placement in the foster home. Also the writer will explore the 
foster parents' receptiveness to the children's own parents visiting as a 
criteria for the foster parents.' degree of attachment to these children. 
, In Chapter VI, the degree of attachment will further be questioned by 
1. Marie H. O'Connell, Foster Home Services to Children, p. 11. 
analyzing the couples' reaction at the time of termination of the place-
ment as to whether it was difficult for them to have the child removed 
from their home. 
Number and Ages of Children ~ the Placements 
In the two year period which this study covers, there has been at 
least one placement in each of the twenty-five foster homes, and in some 
there have been two and three placements. There were thirty-three chil-
dren in the first placements in these twenty-five foster homes. The 
breakdown of this group showed that twenty homes had one child in the 
first placement; two homes had two children; one had three children and 
the other had four children. In the second placement, there were six 
children placed in six different foster homes. There was one third 
placement in uhich one child was placed. A total of forty children were 
placed in these twenty-five childless foster homes in the two year period. 
'rhe age range of children in placement is from infancy to seventeen 
years old. In first place~ents, sixteen were between the ages of birth 
and five years old; four children were between six and nine; two in the 
group from ten to fifteen years old and three in the group from sixteen 
to eighteen. In seven cases there was no age stated on the record. In 
the second placement, there were four children in the age range from 
birth to five years; one in the six to nine age range, and one in the 
ten to fifteen year age group. The one third placement had a child in 
the birth to five year age group. 
Description of Children's and Foster Parents' Reactions Toward One 
Another in the Placement 
In an attempt to determine the emotional interactions which are a 
30 
result of the various needs of both the foster parents and the foster 
children in these twenty- five placements, the writer will present, in 
summary form, the caseworker's observations . These are based upon the 
children's reactions toward the foster parents and the foster parents' 
reactions towards the children. The writer will then comment upon these 
observations as they relate to the interplay of emotional forces in the 
home . 
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PLACEMENTS 
CASE A - First Placement 
The caseworker states that the child is locked in a 
struggle with the foster mother. The child's response 
is one of anger, resulting in depression, running away, 
stealing, and violent tantrums . He will yell at the 
foster mother, saying that she didn't care for him. 
A hostile struggle continues between child and foster 
mother with the child threatening suicide. The child 
is a ten year old boy. ; 
. . . . 
Mrs. R. feels that there is no problem at all with 
the child placed in their home; in fact, she is 
rather concerned about this. She wondered if there 
were not some deep rumblings within him because he 
didn't show any problems. She felt there ·was some-
thing about this boy that she couldn't get close to 
him. 
CASE A - Second Placement 
This four year old boy is a very lovable child. He is 
very outgoing and he approaches people expecting them 
to like him. Initially upon coming to the home he was 
not eating well and demanded much attention. There was 
much testing on the child's part which subsided after 
receiving loving care from the foster mother. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
The foster mother is a very quiet woman who seems very 
anxious about having a child left with her. She is 
warm and responsive and seems realistic in her atti-
tude towards this child. 
REMARKS BY WRITER 
1. There seems to be a complete 
denial on the parents' side to 
any problems with this boy. 
2. This child seems to show behavior 
problems which have no basis in 
this particular placement. 
3. There is no evidence that this 
couple show neurotic motivations 
or are over-attached to this 
child. 
1. Evidence that warmth, love and 
good care have been given to this 
child and that he is responding to 
it. 
2. The foster mother, having never 
cared for a child of her own seems 
anxious about caring for a child. 
). No evidence that this couple show 
neurotic motivations or are over-
attached to this child. 
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PLACEMENTS 
CASE B - One Placement 
U) 
z~ This infant boy is growing into a healthy, happy baby show-
~~ ing a great deal of responsiveness toward the foster mother. 
~~His motor responses are good, and he seems to have a sense 
~~of security in this home. 
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This foster mother seems quite warm and relaxed with this 
infant. No one can question the patience, cooperation, 
understanding and real sense of service shown by this child-
less couple. 
CASE C - One Placement 
The two boys placed in this home, one age two and the other, 
age five, are brothers. The two year old had severe tan-
trums which continued throughout his stay at this home. The 
older child had tantrums at the beginning of the placement 
which became fewer with his stay in this home. These chil-
dren were frustrated by many previous placements and were 
starving for affection. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
The foster parents were upset about these two boys placed 
in the home and asked for their removal. The foster mother 
said that she had never encountered two children so frus-
trated in all her experience with children. 
REMARKS BY WRITER 
1. There is a warm response by this 
infant towards the foster parents 
which indicates good loving care. 
2. No evidence that couple show 
neurotic motivations or are over-
attached to this child. 
1. 
2. 
3. 
These two disturbed boys were 
presenting behavior symptoms be-
fore this placement - no ill 
effects seem to arise from the 
home environment. 
The request for the removal of 
the boys was prompted by the boys' 
behavior. 
Evidence does not directly indi-
cate over-attachment or that there 
is a neurotic motivation. 
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PLACEMENTS 
CASE D - FIRST PLACEMENT 
~ M. was a thirteen month old girl who was given 
~ ~ excellent physical care in this home. There were no ~ S unusual behavior problems and the child seemed to ~ ~ feel that she was in her own home. She responded ~ ~ excellently to the warmth, love and affection given 
to her. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
These foster parents have become very attached to this 
~6 infant and it is difficult for them to realize that 
~ ~ this child must leave. They are very understanding, 
~ ~ however, of the fact that the grandmother and the 
~ ~ maternal aunt may visit. 
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CASE D - SECOND PLACEMENT 
Baby C. was placed in this foster home at the age of 
three weeks. She was in excellent condition at the 
worker's first visit to the home except for thrush 
of the mouth. The worker was impressed with the in-
fant's quick reaction to the sound which she thought 
was beyond the child 1s age. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
These foster parents continued to give good care to 
this infant and this child responded to their warmth 
and affection. 
REMARKS BY WRITER 
1. There is some degree of over-
attachment on the part of the foster 
parents towards the child but they 
are able to accept the relatives 
visiting without resentment. 
2. This child seemed to feel accepted 
in this home. 
3. No evidence of a neurotic motiva-
tion. 
1. 
2. 
This infant showed a good response 
to the loving care given in this home. 
No evidence that couple show neurotic 
motivations or are over-attached to 
this child. 
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PLACEMENTS 
CASE D - Third Placement 
Baby D. was a full term baby having had a normal delivery. 
She was placed immediately at this foster home upon leav-
ing the hospital. She has had good physical care and de-
veloped normally in her reactions to sounds. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Soon after this infant was placed with these foster parents,: 
they began to talk of their love for her and mentioned • 
their wish that they might be considered as adoptive 
parents if she were ever free for adoption. 
CASE E - One Placement 
This atypical child of two years of age was extremely 
destructive, scattered, unable to pick up language and 
originally very little in contact with reality. She 
showed marked improvement in this home and after two years 
of placement, she has some speech, is much more organized. 
She is in contact with reality, but still destructive and 
hard to manage. 
. . . . . 
The foster mother has been able to be accepting of this 
child's extremely disturbed behavior and her need for con-
tinuous medical follow-ups at set times, and has worked 
patiently with her. 
REMARKS BY WRITER 
1. There was a danger of over-
attachment by these parents for 
the children which needed to be 
watched. 
2. No evidence of a neurotic 
motivation. 
1. 
2. 
3. 
This child came to the foster 
home with very severe behavior 
symptoms. 
In the foster mother's accept-
ance of this child's behavior 
and her ability to give her con-
tinuous care, this infant is 
showing marked improvement. 
No evidence of overattachment 
or of a neurotic motivation. 
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PLACEMENTS 
CASE F - One Placement 
H1s initial adjustment was excellent. He made friends 
in the neighborhood and was quite at home with the 
foster parents. He treated the foster parents sometimes 
kindly except when there was any attempt at limitation 
or discipline; then he became violently abusive and 
destructive. On several occasions, he not only swore 
and cursed, but actually attempted to beat the foster 
mother. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
The foster parents derive much satisfaction from H1s 
presence in their home. Underlying their feelings and ap-
proach to H. is one of genuine warmth that allows them to 
tolerate the exasperating things that an adolescent can do. 
CASE G - First Placement 
M. is a very quiet child whose hostility is probably turned 
inward. He is fifteen years old. He is a poor student and 
the worker thinks there is a feeling of inadequacy on his 
part. The boy claims that the foster mother wants a scholar 
in the home, someone she can brag about to her neighbors. 
The worker feels he is attempting to emancipate himself from 
a matrical situation. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
The foster mother says of the boy that he is a good kid but 
rather slow. The foster mother seems to shoot rather high and 
expect too much of M. The foster parents' attitude is defi-
nitely t hat t he boy should be punished and reprimanded. 
REMARKS BY WRITER 
: l. These parents, in their ability 
· to tolerate this child's bad be-
havior and give him love in spite 
of the behavior, helped this 
child make a good adjustment to 
the foster home. 
2. Change of casework during 
placement reason for different 
interpretations. 
: 3. No evidence of a neurotic moti-
; vation or overattachment. 
: 1. The foster mother, in expecting 
• too much from this child and 
: trying to push him, seemed to 
make this child feel more inade-
quate. 
: 2. There is some indication that 
• this mother is meeting some need 
through this boy. 
~ 3. No evidence of overattachment. 
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PLACEMENTS 
CASE G - Second Placement 
G. , a six year old boy with a continuing problem of eneuresis, 
is quite immature in actions for his age, although his ill-
nesses and hospitalizations are primarily the reasons. He 
has made a lot of progress in maturation since he has been 
in this home. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
The foster mother is not receptive to the i dea that the 
eneuresis might have an emotional basis and believes in-
stead that it is merely a habit. 
CASE H - First Placement 
Three boys were placed in this home who had severe behavior 
problems which would be disturbing to any foster parent . 
Early in the placement the foster parents asked for their 
removal. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
The caseworker feels that this couple did the best they could 
with these very disturbed boys. She recommends that this 
couple be given a small child. 
REMARKS BY WRITER 
1. This child was quite 
frustrated upon his arrival 
in ~~e home and the foster 
parents have made him feel 
secure and helped him to 
mature. 
2. No evidence that the couple 
showed a neurotic motiva-
tion or overattachment to 
the child. 
1. These boys came to this 
home with severe behavior 
problems and by no fault 
of the parents had to be 
moved. 
2. No evidence of a neurotic 
motivation or overattach-
ment. 
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PLACEMENT 
CASE H - Second Placement 
This three year old girl was quite tense on her arrival in 
the foster home but has made an excellent adjustment. The 
child is responding to all the love and affection that she 
is receiving from the foster parents. 
. . . . . . . 
The foster parents were able to give this child the love 
and affection that she needed and helped the child to 
blossom in this placement . 
CASE I - One Placement 
The child reacted in retaliation towards the foster mother 
who used inconsistent and poor discipline. The child de-
liberately spilled nail polish on a bedspread and ruined 
it. She reacted to the foster parents' disinterest in her 
by lying and deliberately doing things to annoy them. The 
child, who is fourteen years old, said that she was dis-
couraged because no matter what she did, the foster mother 
found fault with it. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
The foster mother is over-possessive of the children she 
boards. She told the worker of a previous experience of 
caring for children and how when they left she was heart-
broken. She does not want to work with the caseworker and 
has the attitude that she wants to take over the child and 
do pretty much what she wants to with her. She is very 
exacting and wants perfection from the child. 
REMARKS BY WRITER 
1. There is a good response on the 
part of the child to the good care 
being given by the foster parents. 
2. No evidence of a neurotic motiva-
tion or overattachment. 
I. 
2. 
• • 3. 
4. 
The child in this home was retali-
ating towards the foster mother's 
seeming disinterest in her. 
The foster mother seemed to prompt 
some of the child's undesirable 
behavior in this placement. 
The foster mother is over-posses-
sive of the children she boards 
and seems unable to give very much 
to a foster child. 
Possible neurotic motivation to 
which child is reacting. 
w 
CD 
1 
-I 
[ 
------._.. 
U)Z 
- 0 ZH 
~~ 
~~ 
:I: 
(.) 
- z U)Q 
~~ 
~(.) 
~~ 
~z 
zo 
~~ 
~~ 
~~ (.) 
- z U)Q 
~~ 
l'ilc.J 
~~ 
PLACEMENTS 
CASE J - One Placement 
Three year old J. seemed to settle down quickly in this 
home. He seems very much at home and is well behaved 
and a delightful little boy who is very much loved by 
the foster parents. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
The worker's only comments were that this couple is able 
to give this child a great deal of love and affection. 
CASE K - One Placement 
K. has grmm considerably emotionally and psychologically 
since he has been in this foster home. He is still a 
very seriously retarded youngster but he has been helped 
to become more self-sufficient than he was at the time 
of this placement. 
. . . . . . . . . . . 
The foster parents have shown a great deal of understand-
ing for this sixteen year old boy. The foster mother par-
ticularly was able in most ways to meet this youngster 
where he was and to provide him with a great deal of 
warmth and security. 
~ 
~~~ 
REM/U1.KS BY WRITER 
1. The foster parents seem to have 
made this child feel as though 
he really belonged in this home. 
2. No evidence of a neurotic moti-
vation or overattachment. 
1. With ~nd understanding, these 
foster parents have helped this 
retarded child to grow emotion-
ally from a very dependent child 
to one who is more self-suffi-
cient. 
2. No evidence of a neurotic mo-
tivation or overattachment. 
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PLACE.'MENTS 
CASE L - one placement 
This child will deliberately not do as the foster mother 
asks him to. Once she spanked him and he was very proud 
of the fact and wanted to tell the foster father about it. 
The foster mother felt this was not an appropriate re-
sponse. He is quite childish for his age. 
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The foster mother says that she cannot understand this 
boy. She finds that she doesn't like a little boy and 
thinks that she would like a little girl better . 
CASE M - one Placement 
The four children placed in this home, A., B., C., and D. , 
are all nieces and nephews of the foster parents. They 
were placed in this home, through the agency, when their 
mother was committed to the State Mental Hospital . A., 
the eldest was unhappy and disobedient in the home. He 
did not have a close relationship with his uncle and was 
in open opposition to his aunt. B's disturbing behavior 
subsided considerably with the stability and loving care 
given by the foster parents. C is the most stable of the 
children and has made a good start in school. D is some-
what quarrelsome and highstrung and is showing some dis-
turbed behavior. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
~~ The foster mother is very fond of these children and has 
~ ~ accepted the fact that she will probably be their acting 
~ ~ mother for some time . 
~ll:: 
. 
.. 
REMARKS BY WRITER 
1. The fact that this child placed in 
the home is a boy seems quite dis-
turbing to this foster mother. 
2. There is some evidence that there 
might be a neurotic motivation 
around the sex of the child. 
3. No evidence of overattachment . 
1 . Three of these four children 
seemed to make a good adjustment 
after a while in the home . The 
eldest was very frustrated and 
through no fault of the foster 
parents could not make an adjust-
ment in the home. 
2. No evidence of a neurotic motiva-
tion or overattachment. 
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PLACEMENTS 
CASE N - One Placement 
L., a shy, self-conscious six year old girl was quite tense 
throughout her placement in this foster home. Her own 
mother felt that the foster mother was making the child 
feel inadequate. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Mrs. M. is quite a possessive person and finds it hard to 
accept the child's own parents. 
CASE 0 - One Placement 
A brother and sister were placed in this home, G. and M. 
The little boy has done beautifully in this home. When he 
came to this home, he was quite slow in school and the 
foster mother worked with him on his reading . He seemed 
quiet and sad when he first came to the home, but little 
by little he came out of his shell. The girl initially 
gave the picture of being mature, grown-up and independent. 
She began picking on her brother. It was as though her 
negative feelings about the things that had happened to 
her were just centered on the person who was closest to 
her and most vulnerable, and that was her brother. She 
did change in the foster home from a cold person to a warm 
little girl interested in the foster home. 
Mrs. J. has a lot of feeling for the children but she has 
little understanding of their emotional problems. She was 
warm and kind to these two children but really could not 
understand why the little girl acted as she did. 
.. 
. 
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REMARKS BY WRITER 
1. The foster parents and the child'~ 
own mother seem to be in competi-
tion for this child's love. 
2. The foster mother is over-pos-
sessive of the child. 
3. No evidence of a neurotic moti-
vation. 
1. These two children had many 
needs that made great demands on 
the foster parents. 
2. Although the foster mother was 
unable to understand the emotion-
al problems of the children, she 
was able to help them make a 
good adjustment in the home. 
3. No evidence of a neurotic moti-
vation or of overattachment. 
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PLACEMENT 
CASE P - One Placement 
K. is a very sad child, inclined to be sulky and 
peevish. She whines when asking for anything, is 
withdrawn and rarely shows any spunk or aggression. 
. 
' 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . : 
The foster mother described this child as seclusive, 
very clumsy, completely untrained in terms of per-
sonal hygiene and home care. The mother has helped 
the child in these areas. 
CASE Q - One Placement 
The three month old baby placed in this foster home 
responded well to the love and care given by the 
foster parents. There was a warm response between 
the infant and the foster mother. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
This foster mother is excellent with infants and is 
able to give a great deal of love. 
.. : 
REIWtKS BY WRITER 
1. The child was difficult to reach as 
she is quite withdrawn and shows no 
initiative. 
2. The foster mother seems to have be-
come quite close with this child 
through the placement, in helping the 
child to improve her personal habits. 
3. No evidence of a neurotic motivation 
or overattachment. 
1. This infant responded to the loving 
care given by the foster parents. 
2. This foster mother is able to give a 
great deal of love to infants. 
3. No evidence of a neurotic motivation 
or overattachment. 
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PLACEMENT 
CASE R - One Placement 
~ z This little girl was timid and When she first 
~8 came to the home went through a stage of thumb-
~~ sucking and temper tantrums . The foster mother, 
;:j ~ with consistent handling, guided the child 
5~ successfully through these stages. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
~ § The foster parents were consistent in handling 
~ ~ this little girl and successfully guided her 
~~ through various stages of development . 
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CASE S - One Placement 
B. , an infant child, adjusted well to this foster 
home. Upon arriving at the foster home, he was 
tense, frightened and needed a great deal of atten-
tion . In this placement, the baby has become well-
rounded and much more sociable . 
~6 With these parents, this infant was able to do much 
~ ~ better than in the previous placement. The foster 
~ ~ mother is very fond of this infant and is saying 
~ ~ how cute he is. 
REMARKS BY WRITER 
1. This child displayed some behavior 
problems upon first arriving in the 
home but these subsided as the child 
began to feel secure in the home . 
2. The foster parents were very patient 
with this child and guided her well 
through the developmental stages. 
) . No evidence of a neurotic motivation 
or over attachment. 
1. These foster parents, by loving care, 
were able to help this child feel 
secure and overcome its feeling of 
fear . 
2. No evidence of a neurotic motivation 
or overattachment. 
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PLACEf1EN'fS 
CASE T - First Placement 
'rhis child, when seen at the foster home, had already 
changed in six days. He came out of his depressive 
behavior acting more normal without becoming ma~ic. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
This is one of our most valuable homes for difficult 
boys. The foster mother has common sense even though 
she does not understand the technical implications 
of the boy's emotional problems. 
CASE T - Second Placement 
B., a ten year old boy, was quite a sissy when he 
first arrived at the foster home. He had an 
obsession for cleanltness which he seems to have 
overcome in this home and is certainly not afraid 
to get dirty now. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
It is evident from the foster mother 1 s voice when she 
speaks of this boy that she likes him a great deal. 
She says that he is no problem in the house and that 
it is a pleasure to have him around. 
REMARKS BY WRITER 
1. The foster parents were able 
to help this child overcome his 
depressive behavior and generally 
change his behavior pattern. 
I 
I 
2. No evidence of a neurotic motiva- I 
tion or overattachment. 
l. The foster mother, by her sincere 
positive feeling.for this child 
has helped him overcome an ob-
session of cleanliness and to 
feel generally less tense and 
more relaxed. 
2. No evidence of a neurotic motiva-
tion or overattachment. 
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PLACEMENTS 
CASE U - One Placement 
The seventeen year old girl placed in this home said 
that she liked the foster home at first, but later 
complained that she was not allowed to go out at 
night. Foster parents felt that this child was out 
of control and needed limits set, which was the case. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
This foster mother has done well with this child, but 
apparently can only work for short periods without 
seeing results . She also prys into the child's past 
life. This child presented many problems and it was 
quite a struggle for the foster parents . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 
CASE V - One Placement 
This little boy has really made a nice adjustment in 
the home and has presented few difficulties for the 
foster mother. The placement was terminated soon be-
cause the foster mother became pregnant . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
These foster parents were pleased with this child's 
adjustment in their home. The parents of the child 
felt that the foster parents were really interested in 
their child. 
. 
. . 
REI'1AH.KS BY WRITER 
1 . The foster parents were able to 
set the limits that this child 
needed, but were discouraged by 
this child's lack of responsive-
ness to them. 
2 . No evidence of overattachment. 
3. That the foster mother can only 
work short periods without seeing 
results might be a clue to a 
neurotic motivation . 
l . This mother in becoming comforta-
ble in caring for a child was able 
to have one of her own (possibly). 
2 . No evidence of a neurotic motiva-
tion or overattachment. 
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PLACEMENTS 
CASE W - One Placement 
L., a two year old boy, showed extremely aggressive behavior 
withtemper tantrums, head-banging, and was greatly frightened 
by sounds. The foster parents were unable to cope with this 
disturbed behavior, and the foster mother was pregnant and 
so they asked that the child be removed. 
. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Although the foster mother expressed a desire for an active 
little boy, actually she would have preferred a good, conform-
ing little girl. The foster father undoubtedly found it dif-
ficult to share his wife with this little boy. 
. . . . . 
CASE X - One Placement 
. 
. . . . . . . . : 
A brother and sister were placed in this home . They both 
seemed to relax and feel at home there. A neighbor 'phoned 
to complain that these children were receiving physical abuse. 
After the complaint a closer study was made of the home which 
pointed out that the children seemed confused by her treat-
ment and were quite nervous because of this. This placement 
was terminated by the agency. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
The foster parents gave love and good physical care to both 
of these children. She did stress the physical care - was 
most concerned about feeding the children and keeping them 
clean . 
REMARKS BY WRITER 
l. There were many feelings dis-
played by the parents which 
may have stimulated some of 
the aggressive behavior by this 
child in this placement. 
2. Some evidence of a possible 
neurotic motivation in wanting 
the opposite sex of child. 
3. No evidence of overattachment • 
l. The children were reportedly 
receiving physical abuse from 
these foster parents . In an 
evaluation of the situation, 
2. 
3. 
it was felt that the care that 
was being given did not meet 
the standard set by the agency. 
Possible neurotic motivation. 
No evidence of overattachment. 
g:: 
II 
I 
_ j 
(I) 
1:! § 
Q) •rf 
f-.+' 
-o 0 
r--t ro 
•rf Q) 
..c:: rc: 
0 
- (I) 
(I) 1:! 
+> 0 
1:! ·rf 0>+' 
~ ~ 
p... <1> p:: 
PLACEMENTS 
Case Y - One Placement 
The infant placed in this home is doing 
very well. He receives a lot of love and 
good physical care; he seems to be a very 
bright, alert, and healthy youngster. 
. . . . . . . . . . 
This couple are able to give warmth and 
affection to infants. The foster mother 
seemed contented to board and did not seek 
to adopt a child. 
REMARKS BY WRITER 
1. These foster parents seem to be 
able to give love and affection 
to an infant without becoming over-
attached to the child. 
2. No evidence of a neurotic motiva-
tion or overattachment. 
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Summary 
By analyzing the emotional interactions in these twenty-five foster 
homes, which are a result of, and developed out of the various needs of 
both the foster parents and the foster children, the writer found the 
atmosphere in most instances was indicative of a good emotional environ-
ment for the child. 
In studying the interplay of emotional forces in the home, the in-
formation gathered showed the following: 
l. That some of the behavior problems had no basis in the 
placement but showed up as a result of the child's earlier 
frustrations, 
2. In two other instances, the behavior problems seemed to 
be prompted by the emotional environment in the home, 
3. In four of the foster homes, the over-possessiveness of 
the foster child by the foster parents, caused frustra-
tion to the foster parent and to the child, 
4. That the foster mother, in one case, attempted to push 
the child to grow emotionally faster than he was able to 
respond, 
5. A certain sex of the child was disturbing to two foster 
mothers, 
6. That the foster mother and the child's own mother, in one 
instance, were in competition for the child's love to a 
degree to affect the child, 
1. That in one case the children were disturbed by the physi-
cal abuse of the foster parents, 
8. In eleven out of the twenty-five foster homes there was 
definite evidence that the child was responding to the 
warm, loving care given by the foster parents. 
9. In five cases there is a possible clue that the child may 
be meeting a neurotic need for the foster parent. There 
was no evidence that the neurotic needs in these five cases 
were a result of the couple being childless. 
48 
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10. In only two cases was there evidence that the foster 
parents were overattached to the child that they were 
boarding. 
49. 
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CHAPTER VI 
TERMINATION RESULTS 
This chapter is divided into two main sections: 
1. The reasons for the termination of the placement; 
2. The reaction to the termination of the placement on the 
part of the foster parents. 
The purpose of this chapter is to determine from the termination 
whether the foster parents are able to give up the child in placement 
without causing a traumatic emotional upset for themselves, supposedly 
because of their overattachment to these children as they have not had 
children of their own . 
In some of the cases, the parents were expecting the termination 
because they had requested that the child be taken from the home. In 
the cases where the agency terminated the placement because it was felt 
that the child was not receiving adequate care, or where there was a 
natural termination because the children returned to their own parents, 
the foster parents were not prepared emotionally to give up these 
children. It is in the two latter instances that the author will ex-
a~ne the effect of the termination upon the foster parents. 
Reasons for Termination of the Placement 
---- - -- -~~~..;. 
The first part of this section will deal with the reasons for the 
termination of the placement; whether the agency requested that the 
placement be terminated; or that the foster parents requested the re-
moval of the child or children; or that the child returned to his own 
I 
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parents or was adopted. The latter reason will be referred to hence-
forth as a natural termination . It will be the writer's purpose to find 
out how many terminations fell into each of these categories. 
The second part of this section will study whether or not the type 
of child placed in the home is a factor in the termination of the place-
ment . This will be approached by analyzing the types of children re-
quested by the foster parents and then ~rom the findings in Table IV, 
as to whether or not this placement type was fulfilled, the writer will 
seek to determine if an unfulfilled request is a reason in the same case 
for the termination of the placement. 
TABLE VIII 
REASONS FOR TERMINATION 
Reason 
Requested by Agency 
Requested by foster parents 
Natural Termination 
Total Number of cases terminated 
Number 
3 
13 
14 
30 
The preceding table indicates that in three cases termination was 
requested by the agency. 
In thirteen cases the request came from the foster parents, and 
fourteen cases were terminated in a natural manner. 
It is also interesting to look over the reasons for these requests 
for termination made by the agency and by the foster parents. The 
agency's reasons were the following: one couple v1as not able to handle 
51 
a child with severe behavior problems; one couple was unable to accept 
the child's parents and one couple used cruel treatment towards the 
child. The reasons for the foster parents asking for termination were 
the following: the couple adopted a child or the mother became pregnant 
in three cases; in four instances the foster parents were unable to 
handle the child's disturbed behavior; in two cases the foster parent 
and the foster child were in conflict; in one case the foster parents 
were not able to work with the child's parents; in one case boarding 
children presented too many obligations, and in two instances the foster 
parents were moving away. 
Unfulfilled Placement ~ ~ ~ Factor in Termination 
The purpose of this section of the study is to examine the reasons 
the foster parents requested termination to see if there is an associa-
tion between the unfulfilled request and the reasons for termination. 
Table IX shows that in only two cases was there a negative feeling 
toward the child which prompted the foster parents' request for ter-
mination of the placement. In both of these cases, the foster parents' 
placement type request was not fulfilled. In the two cases where the 
mother became pregnant the placement type was filled completely. 
Reaction to Termination of the Placement j 
The question of termination and request for termination raises 
another question which might give a clue to how difficult the termina-
tion was for the foster parents; this is: in how many cases was there 
a desire on the part of the parents to continue with foster home board-
ing care? In looking into this, it was found that sixteen of the twenty- I 
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TABLE IX 
RELATION BETWEEN FOSTER PARENTS 1 REASONS FOR I 
REQUESTING TE1LMINA'I'ION AND DEGREE TO WHICH 
PLACEMENT REQUEST ~'VAS FULFILLED BY !!:!§ AGENCY 
Reasons for Foster Parents Requesting 
Termination of the Last Placement 
Degree to wbich Negative Parents• Child- Leaving Foster No 
Placement Re- Feelings Inter- Behavior Their Mother Reason 
quest Fulfilled Toward ference Problem Home Pregnant 
by Agency Child I Placed I 
I 
Requests filled 
Completely 0 1 0 2 2 1 
Age Request 
Filled 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Sex Request 
Filled 0 0 1 0 0 0 
Request Not 
Filled 2 0 1 0 0 1 
- - - - - -
Total 2 1 1 2 2 2 
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five childless couples desired to continue boarding children. On the 
other side there were nine who did not wish to board other children. 
Their reasons for not wanting to board children were the following: 
three of the nine were pregnant and in having children of their own 
no longer wanted to board children; one had a brother coming to live with 
them and had no room for a child; one had to care for an invalid mother; 
another one felt that boarding care involved too many obligations; in 
one case there was a neurotic conflict on the part of the mother because 
the child that had been placed reminded her of her first husband and 
there was a need for her to work this through before she would attempt 
to board another child. In only two instances was there an over-
passiveness on the part of the childless couple which made the releasing 
of the child so difficult that there was no desire on their part to con-
tinue boarding foster children. 
Summary 
The requests for termination of the placement made by the foster 
parents and the terminations by a natural termination are about equal in 
number. The agency only had to request termination in three cases. 
From studies made by the Boston Children's Service Association, 
there has arisen the question as to whether or not the parent in asking 
for a certain placement type "knows best" and should be given the age 
and sex of the child they desire. In the reasons for the foster parents' 
requesting termination of the placement, two cases in which the place-
ment type was not fulfilled, there was a negative feeling toward the 
type of child placed with them. The negative feelings in both instances 
were because the child placed was opposite to the sex of the child 
54 
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desired. 
The reaction to the termination on the parents' part, was de-
termined by their feelings as to whether or not they desired to con-
tinue boarding children. It was found that sixteen of the twenty-five 
childless couples desired to continue boarding children, while nine 
had no desire to continue for various reasons. In only two cases there 
was an over-possessiveness on the couple's part, which made termination 
a traumatic emotional experience for them. 
n 
CHAPTER VII 
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 
The writer studied twenty-five childless couple foster parents who 
have boarded children for the Boston Children's Service Association dur-
ing a specified period, September 1, 1954 to October 30, 1956. The pri-
mary purpose of the study was to evaluate whether or not childless 
couples can be used successfully as temporary boarding parents. The con-
elusions drawn from this study can only be applied to this group of 
twenty-five childless couples. 
The general questions included in the study were: 
1. What were the foster parents' motives for boarding foster 
children - both immediate and underlying? 
2. What were the foster Parents' reactions toward the children? 
3. ·What needs are these children meeting for these foster 
parents - neurotic or otherwise? 
4. Did termination of the placement result in a traumatic 
emotional experience for the foster parents? 
S. Was there a desire by the foster parents to continue with 
home boarding care? 
The social characteristics of this group of twenty-five childless 
couples showed that the average age of the foster parents was thirty-
eight years. In many agencies, the age limit for boarding and adopting 
children is forty years. It is interesting that the average of this 
group studied is so close to this age limit. The study of the occupa-
tions of the foster fathers disclosed that sixteen were skilled workers, 
seven were white collar workers and only two were unskilled workers. One 
might conclude from this that the group was mainly lower middle class as 
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there were no fathers in professions. It would seem that this group, 
on the average, is financially secure in that seventeen of the twenty-
five couples own their own home; two rent, and no information was given 
in the records concerning the other six. The religious affiliations of 
these couples were studied because there are agencies who will not allow 
couples of mixed religion to either board or adopt children. This 
question was raised to find out how many of the couples of mixed re-
ligion had come to the Boston Children's Service Association to apply 
to board a child after having been refused an application in another 
agency. The writer also questioned whether their application in the 
other agency had been made in order to board or to adopt a child. It was 
found that eight of the couples in this study were joined in a mixed 
marriage . Two of the eight had never applied to another agency to either 
board or adopt and thus were not referred from another agency. Six of 
the eight had been refused an application in another agency. It would 
seem that this group, which is on the average in the lower middle class, 
has a secure economic foundation in which a child could be placed with-
out a need on the foster parents' part to supplement their income by 
boarding this child. 
In the initial home study, the homefinder tried to evaluate the 
forces in the home to determine if it will be possible to match the 
needs of the foster parents with the needs of certain foster children. 
An attempt is made to understand the applicants' underlying motivations 
for desiring a child to board. The homefinder tries to pick up clues 
to these motivations - neurotic or otherwise - as soon as possible. It 
was the writer's purpose to find out in these twenty-five cases whether 
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or not the motivations were picked up by the homefinder. This study 
shows that in nine instances out of the ~wenty-five cases, there was no 
information recorded on the motivations. 
The writer considered whether or not these couples with no children 
of their own are more demanding of love and responsiveness from these 
foster children than couples with children might be. Also, some forces 
in the relationship between the foster parent and foster child during 
the placement were studied. The writer tried to determine if there was 
a neurotic need and then if the placement of a child prompted further 
frustration for the foster parents, or if the child played into the 
parents' neurotic need and became a tool of the foster parents. The 
forces were studied by evaluating the reactions of the foster parents 
towards the foster children and the children's reactions in response 
toward the foster parents . Conversely, it was considered that there 
were in many cases no apparent neurotic motivations for desiring to 
board these children, but rather a sincere desire to give love to a 
child because they had never been fortunate enough to have one of their 
own. It was found that in the majority of the cases under study there 
was an indication that the homes provided a good emotional environment 
for the child. On the other side, there were four foster homes in which 
the over-possessiveness of the foster child by the foster parents caused 
frustration to the foster parent and to the child. Other instances in 
which the emotional determinants in the parent-child relationship caused 
frustration for one of the participants, were the following: in one 
case the foster mother attempted to push the child to grow emotionally 
faster than he was able to respond; in one instance the sex of the child 
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placed was disturbing to the foster mother and she asked that a child 
of the opposite sex be placed with her in the future; one case wherein 
the foster mother was so over-possessive of the child that she was dis-
turbed by the competition of the child 1 s parents 1 love; in one case the 
children were reacting to the physical abuse by the foster parents; in 
two instances the destructive behavior problems arising in the place-
ment seemed to be prompted as a result of the emotional environment in 
the home; one of the latter instances seemed to arise from the foster 
mother's possessive attitude towards the child. In only five cases 
was there a definite sign of a neurotic need arising in the placement 
because of the childlessness of the couple. 
The writer attempted to determine from the termination of the 
placement whether these childless couples had formed such an overattach-
ment to the children placed with them that they were unable to give up 
the child without causing a tr.aumatic emotional upset for themselves or 
if the placement had been a satisfying experience for them, and they 
could continue to board children. This reaction of the foster parents 
was studied by discerning whether or not the foster parents had a desire 
to continue boarding children. It was found that sixteen of the twenty-
five childless couples desired to continue boarding children, while nine 
had no desire to continue for various reasons. In only two cases was 
there an over-possessiveness on the couples 1 part to such a degree that 
it made the termination a traumatic emotional experience for them. From 
these findings, the writer would conclude that the childless couple can 
be used as temporary boarding parents without causing them undo frus-
tration. This conclusion is in regard to the twenty-five cases in this 
l 
I 
study and cannot be considered as a general conclusion for childless 
foster parents. 
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APPENDIX I 
SCHEDULE 
SOCIAL CHARACTKRISTICS OF FOSTER PARENTS 
A. Age of foster parents 
1. Mother 
2. Father 
B. Occupation of foster parent 
1. Father 
c. Religion of foster parents 
1. Mother 
2. Father 
D. Social - Economic Status 
1. Type of home 
2. Do they own or rent home? 
E. Race of foster parents 
PLACEMENT PROCESS 
A. Agency Contact. 
1. How did they hear about the agency? 
2. Have they previously applied to other agencies 
for children? 
a. Where? 
b. What purpose? 
1. Adoption 
2. Boarding care 
c. What was the outcome of the application? 
1. If refused - give reason 
B. Placement Types Requested 
1. Age child desired 
2. Sex child desired 
3. Other Qualifications 
c. Reasons for Taking a Child as Expressed by Foster Parents. 
D. Motives for Taking a Child as Seen by Homefinder . 
• • . • continued 
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SCHEDULE 
III CONDITIONS OF PLACEMENT 
A. Children Placed in Ho~e in the Last Two Years 
l. Number 
2. Age 
3. Sex 
B. Children's Reaction to Placement as Observed by Caseworker 
C. Foster Parents' Reaction Toward Children in Home as 
Seen by the Caseworker 
D. Foster Parents' Motives for Taking Children as Seen by 
the Caseworker 
IV TE~ITNATION RESULTS 
A. Reasons for Termination of Placement: 
l. Was termination requested by foster parents? Why? 
2. Was termination decided upon by Agency? Why? 
3. Was there a desire on part of foster parents to 
continue with boarding care? 
If answer negative - give reason. 
B. Reaction to Termination of Placement 
1. By Foster Parents 
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